
                                                                                           May 21, 2010

Session Comes to an End
On Wednesday, May 12th, members of the General Assembly packed up their belongings and returned to their districts. Having reached the 120th day of the session, a limit set in Colorado’s Constitution (Article V, Section 7), the legislative branch has finished its regular work for the year. 

The headlines over the last four months captured the intensity at the statehouse this year. From puns on medical marijuana to tax repeals impacting internet sales, there was plenty of material for legislators and journalists alike to debate. And while the session may seem like organized chaos, legislators found bipartisan agreement on county issues.  For example, making trailers subject to vehicle registration late fees and limiting when agricultural lands can be incorporated in areas designated for urban renewal.    

Over the course of the session, CCI tracked 125 bills. Nine of these bills were initiated by CCI and are listed in the following table. CCI is very proud that every bill that CCI initiated passed the legislature this year. CCI credits our members grassroots lobbying efforts for this year’s success! Thank you for reaching out to your legislators, testifying on bills, and being involved in policy development conversations throughout the year. It truly does make a difference!  
	CCI’s 2010 Initiated Bills
	Status

	HB10-1017 Affordable Housing Voluntary Agreements (Kagan, Boyd)
	Signed by Governor 

	HB10-1062 Government Crime Insurance Coverage of County Officers (Schaffer S, Hodge)
	Signed by Governor 

	HB10-1076 Property Tax Work Off Program Participant Status (DelGrosso, Heath)
	Signed by Governor 

	HB10-1096 Designate VIN Inspectors (Tipton, Morse)
	Signed by Governor

	HB10-1107 Urban Renewal Area Agricultural Lands (Fischer, Carroll M.)
	Signed by Governor

	HB10-1115 Fees for Core Services (Gagliardi, Scheffel)
	Signed by Governor

	HB10-1243 Transportation Related Powers of Special Districts (McFayden, Gibbs)
	Sent to Governor

	HB10-1293 Study Agricultural Exemption Property Tax (Massey, Whitehead)
	Sent to Governor

	SB10-209 Allocation National Forest Payments (Schwartz, Vigil)
	Sent to Governor


In the pages that follow, there is additional information on the bills listed above and on other bills affecting counties. Please remember that not all the bills tracked by CCI are highlighted in this report. If you need additional information on a bill and/or are interested in a bill not profiled in these pages, please call CCI. 

General Government (GG)

HB10-1047, Concerning the Form of a Statewide Ballot (Court, Murray, White)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed Indefinitely
This bill would have reformatted the statewide ballots to increase ease of reading and comprehension for the voters.  County clerks and the sponsors amended the bill to reduce the cost of printing ballots, but the bill was postponed indefinitely in Senate State Affairs in favor of stakeholders studying the issue during the interim. 

HB10-1096, Concerning the Designation of Vehicle Identification Number Inspectors by Law Enforcement Officials of Local Governments (Tipton, Morse)

CCI Position: Support


Status: Signed by the Governor May 20, 2010 

This CCI legislative priority allows County Sheriffs and Police Chiefs to designate individuals within their departments to perform certified VIN inspections. In rural counties this will increase efficiency and results in cost savings for those counties. 

HB10-1062, Concerning the Ability of Counties to Purchase Crime Insurance In Lieu of Surety Bonds (S. Schafer, Hodge)

CCI Position: Support

Status: Signed by the Governor on April 21, 2010

This CCI legislative priority allows counties to purchase crime insurance instead of surety bonds for county elected officials.  This bill increases taxpayer and citizen protections and modernizes the process for obtaining this specific insurance for county elected officials. 

HB10-1069, Reclassification of Mineral County (Vigil, Schwartz)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Postponed Indefinitely

In past years, when a county wished to move up or down in a salary category the individual county would run a bill and it would sail through the process with little or no opposition.  Unfortunately, this year Mineral County ran into a political brick wall, when their request to move up in salary category failed in the Senate after squeaking by in the House.  

HB10-1085, Concerning County Surveyor Licensure Criteria and Affidavits of Correction (Kerr, J., Tapia)

CCI Position: Monitor and Amend


Status: Signed by the Governor on April 15, 2010

This bill has two parts.  The first clarifies licensing criteria for professional land surveyors and the second allows Surveyors to make technical changes to plats using affidavits of correction rather than having a correction plat approval. CCI amended the bill to protect the balance between BOCC oversight and the ability of Surveyors to fix minor mistakes in recorded plats.  

HB10-1118, Regulation of Distressed Real Property by County Commissioners 

(J. Kerr, Hudak)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor

HB10-1118 allows counties to create regulations to manage foreclosed homes, to receive notification of ownership and to streamline the administration of this process. This bill provides flexibility for local governments to craft solutions to meet their needs. 

HB10-1124, Concerning Laws Related to Animal Welfare (McKinley)

CCI Position: Oppose


Status: Lost on Second Reading in the House

This bill sought to put additional sideboards on animal control officers throughout Colorado. The broadly written bill would have unduly harmed small counties’ ability to manage animals within their boundaries. 

HB10-1162, Concerning Retainage on Construction Contracts (Soper, Bacon)

CCI Position: Oppose


Status: Lost on Second Reading in the House

Every year this complex issue comes to the legislature. This bill would have reduced the amount of money a building client, private or public, could hold to ensure completion of contracts over $150,000.  Local governments feared they would not only lose their ability to ensure completion of public work projects but also would have incurred unnecessary costs of having to rewrite contracting procedures for the county.
HB10-1284, Medical Marijuana Regulations (Massey, Summers, Romer, Spence)

CCI Position: Monitor and Seek Amendments

Status: Sent to the Governor

Local governments now have the direction and the tools necessary to regulate and license medical marijuana dispensaries within their jurisdiction.  This complex bill establishes a regulatory model based on the existing liquor store model.  Local governments have the flexibility to ban dispensaries, as well as use existing and new land use powers to ensure dispensaries, grow operations and other cottage businesses associated with this industry are properly sited and licensed in the counties.

HB10-1347, DUI Penalties (Levy, Morse)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor

This bill adjusts the penalties associated with DUI and DWAI offenses to allow more judicial discretion in sentencing. Courts may require that the offender participates in an alcohol/substance abuse program in the jail, if available, and some funding is available to the judicial districts as compensation for these jail treatment programs. 

HB10-1352, Controlled Substance Crime Changes (Waller, Steadman, Mitchell) 

CCI Position: Support and Seek Amendments

Status: Sent to the Governor

HB10-1352 reduces criminal offenses on certain drug offenses, primarily marijuana penalties. Both an appropriation and an amendment were added dedicating savings resulting from this legislation to the drug surcharge fund in the Judicial Department.  The money will then be used to support and establish treatment options for drug offenders and mentally ill individuals in the criminal justice system. The money will address long-standing problems of mentally ill inmates in county jails and to help divert people from the criminal justice system into treatment facilities. 

HCR10-1001, Counties to Set the Salaries of County Officials (Weissmann)

CCI Position: No Position

Status: Lost in House Local Government Committee

This Concurrent Resolution would have required the County Commissioners to set the salaries for all county officials, instead of the General Assembly setting the salaries for county officials as it does currently. The bill died in House Local Government Committee.  
SB10-070, Ballot Question Regarding District Attorney Term Limits (Kester, McCann)

CCI Position: Monitor with Amendments

Status: Sent to the Governor

This bill clarifies what to do when counties in a judicial district do not agree on referring a District Attorney’s (DA) term limit question to the local ballot. Language amended into the bill set up a petitioning process for District Attorneys if a BOCC in the judicial district does not refer the term limit question to the ballot themselves. 

SB10-084, Peace Officers Bill of Rights (Tochtrop, Gagliardi)

CCI Position: Oppose


Status: Lost on Second Reading in the Senate

SB10-084 attempted to mandate administrative practices for County Sheriffs and other law enforcement agencies in the state.  
SB10-097, Concerning County Home Rule Charter Commissions (Boyd, Gagliardi)

CCI Position: Support


Status: Lost in House Local Government

This bill was another unfortunate victim of politics and misinformation. What the bill tried to do was to streamline the administrative process by which counties establish a home rule commission to study and make recommendations on how a county could become home rule.  
SB10-153, Behavioral Health Screening and Efficiency (Boyd, Frangas)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Sent to the Governor

This bill would have mandated that county jails develop another screening tool to assess jail inmates. However, since the screening tool was not the focus of the bill, CCI amended the bill to create a Behavioral Health Transformation Council that will revamp behavioral health care in Colorado. 

SB10-182, Recommendations from the County Salary Commission (Schwartz, Peniston)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor

SB10-182 adopted two of the three recommendations from the 2009 Salary Commission. The first is to change the timing of the Commission meetings so that the recommendations are not heard during the politically contentious election years. The second recommendation included in the bill clarifies that County Coroners may receive additional compensation for work done for the county that is above and beyond the enumerated duties. 

Questions or Comments? Contact Andy Karsian at 303.883.9381 or akarsian@ccionline.org.
Health & Human Services (HHS)


HB10-1022, Concerning the Administration of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (Summers, Gagliardi, Boyd)

CCI Position: Monitor 




Status: Sent to the Governor
HB10-1022 creates a state food stamp outreach program, but only to the extent that sufficient funds are available to offset state and county costs for all related activities and workload increases.  The bill also eliminates the asset test for applicants.
HB10-1026, Concerning the Creation of the Colorado Quality in Child Care Incentive Grant Program (Solano, Hodge)

CCI Position: Support

Status: Signed by the Governor April 15, 2010
This bill creates an incentive grant program designed to improve the quality of child care provided throughout the state.  County and District Human Services agencies are eligible for grants for improving child care and Head Start services.  
HB10-1035, Concerning Eligibility Determinations for the Colorado Child Care Assistance Program to Promote Stability in Early Childhood Care (Massey, Solano, Steadman)

CCI Position: Oppose 
    



Status: Sent to the Governor
This bill extends the eligibility re-determination period for all childcare program participants from six months to 12 months and removes the requirement that a parent report income and activity changes during the twelve month eligibility period, unless the changes put the family's income above 85 percent of the median state income.  For children who are enrolled in Head Start, the bill aligns the eligibility re-determination period so that child care assistance and Head Start eligibility are re-determined at the same time.

HB10-1106, Concerning Bringing Certain Statutory Provisions Concerning Child Welfare into Compliance with Federal Law (Casso, Sandoval)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor

The bill aligns Colorado law with Federal requirements concerning child placement and adoption.  The bill allows race, ethnicity or national origin of a child and potential adoptive or foster families to be considered under extraordinary circumstances, but requires child placements not be delayed because of these factors. In private adoption cases, a birth parent may designate a specific applicant with whom they wish to place a child for adoption for consideration by the courts. Additionally, the bill gives the courts discretion concerning the assessment process for certain kinship adoption cases.

HB10-1115, Concerning the Assessment of Costs by County Departments of Social Services to Families Receiving Child Welfare Core Services (Gagliardi, Scheffel)

CCI Position: Support

Status: Signed by the Governor April 15, 2010
This CCI legislative priority allows local discretion to charge or waive fees for core services in child welfare cases.  This is important legislation that allows counties to deal with the individual needs of families caught up in the child welfare system.  

HB10-1226, Concerning an Alternative Approach for a County Department of Social Services to Use in Addressing Certain Intra-familial Child Abuse or Neglect Cases (Kefalas, Spence)

CCI Position: Support   

Status: Signed by the Governor April 15, 2010
House Bill 1226 creates authority for the Colorado Department of Human Services to create a pilot program in five counties to test the effectiveness of differential response in mild to moderate risk cases of intra-familial abuse and/or neglect.  This approach works with families and permits a less formal and more experimental management of abuse cases.  

HB10-1274, Concerning Successful Transitions Back to the Public School System for Students in Out-of-Home Placement Who Have Demonstrated Behavior that is Detrimental to the Safety or Welfare of Themselves or Others During the Previous Twelve Months (Schafer, Johnston)

CCI Position: Oppose 




Status: Sent to the Governor
This bill provides for a collaborative system of communication between school liaison officers and any public or private hospital or other out-of-home care system.  When a child with risk factors returns to school from a placement, the hospital, care center or county with jurisdiction informs the school liaison of the child’s return to school.  The bill accommodates for both state and federal confidentiality laws.  The bill requires the Department of Education and the Department of Human Services to devise and enter into a MOU on this process. 

HB10-1359, Concerning Change of Venue in Dependency and Neglect Proceedings, and, in Connection Therewith, Clarifying the Role of the County Departments of Social or Human Services When Jurisdiction Over a Case is Transferred Between Counties (McCann, Steadman)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor
HB10-1359 streamlines the process when a child under the supervision of the human services system moves from one county to another. This legislation assures that both counties involved in such a move, as well as the courts, are fully involved in the transfer of the case files and in handing over jurisdiction, so that child welfare cases are passed from one county to another in a seamless and efficient manner.  

SB10-006, Concerning Reductions in Barriers to Obtaining Identity-Related Documents (Boyd, Summers)

CCI Position: Support with Amendments

Status: Sent to the Governor
The bill provides individuals with the opportunity to obtain a free birth certificate, death certificate or state identification card in certain circumstances. County departments of social services, or an individual with a letter of referral from a county department of social services, are eligible to receive a free birth or death certificate. Individuals referred by or released from the Department of Corrections, the Division of Youth Corrections or a county jail are also eligible for a free identification card within six months of release.  

SB10-007, Concerning Collaboration in the Provision of Multi-Agency Services (Hudak, Gagliardi)   

CCI Position: Monitor

Status: Signed by the Governor April 21, 2010
SB10-007 adds the family resource centers to the statutory list of agencies that may be included in a county collaborative management group.

SB10-010, Concerning Authorizing the Department of Human Services to use a Portion of Existing Appropriations to Conduct an Independent Evaluation of the Statewide Strategic Use Fund (Boyd, Kefalas)

CCI Position: Monitor

Status: Signed by the Governor March 31, 2010
The bill allows a qualified, independent contractor to evaluate the effectiveness of the Statewide Strategic Use Fund (SSUF) in meeting the objectives of the Colorado Works program and the effectiveness and outcomes that result from individual initiatives supported by the fund.

SB10-066, Concerning the Requirement that Certain Persons Report Child Abuse or Neglect (Hudak, Levy)

CCI Position: Monitor as Amended

 
Status: Sent to the Governor
SB10-066 permits a mandatory reporter to make the decision whether to report a case or not, with grave consequences if the decision not to report involves the slightest potential for on-going abuse.  The intent is to protect older patients who report abuse during therapy.

SB10-149, Concerning Advancements to Counties from the County Tax Base Relief Fund (Tapia, Keller, White, Ferrandino, Pommer, Lambert)

CCI Position: Support  

Status: Signed by the Governor April 15, 2010
This is the JBC bill to modify the County Tax Base Relief Fund (CTBRF) statutes to provide that, for the next three years, the advancements under this fund shall first be made to the Tier 1 counties. If any funds remain, advancements may be made to Tier II and Tier III counties respectively. 
SB10-152, Concerning Information Relating to a Referral of Suspected Child Abuse by Certain Mandatory Reporters (Newell, Gagliardi)

CCI Position: Support with Amendments

Status: Sent to the Governor
SB10-152 is designed to provide appropriate follow-up information to a mandatory reporter who has continuing professional involvement with the victim in a case of child abuse.

SB10-171, Concerning the Creation of the Child Protection Ombudsman Program (Newell, Gagliardi) 

CCI Position: Support with Amendments


Status: Signed by the Governor May 14, 2010
SB10-171 creates a state-level child welfare ombudsman program under the direct authority of the Executive Director of the Department of Human Services. There are restrictions on the powers of the ombudsman regarding county procedures. 

SB10-189, Concerning Authorization for Government Agencies to Approve Clean Syringe Exchange Programs to Reduce the Spread of Blood-Borne Disease (Steadman, Weissmann)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor
This bill creates the authority for health departments and other public health entities to provide sterile hypodermic needles to drug users, pursuant to local coordinated planning and decision-making.

SB10-195, Early Childhood Leadership Commission (Newell, Solano)

CCI Position: No Position




Status: Sent to the Governor
The bill codifies the early childhood leadership commission created by the Governor via Executive Order in February of this year.

Questions or Comments? Contact Pat Ratliff at 303.668.0264 or plr45@aol.com.

Land Use & Natural Resources (LUNR)


HB10-1018, Concerning Increased Authority to Regulate Waste Tires (Looper, Gibbs)

CCI Position: Support   




Status: Sent to the Governor
Among other changes to current law, this bill ends the transfer of waste tire fees to the innovative higher education research authority program effective July 1, 2014. The bill also repeals the Department of Local Affairs' administration of the waste tire cleanup fund. The bill then repeals the advanced technology fund and, effective July 1, 2011, ends the transfer of waste tire fees to the recycling resources economic opportunity grant program.

The bill revises the percentages of the waste tire fee allocations to the various participants, over the next several years, with shifting amounts of funding for the end-users and producers, as well as the waste tire clean up funds used by counties.

HB10-1165, Concerning the Authority of the State Land Board to Convey Property to Local Governments (Merrifield, Tapia)

CCI Position: Support

Status: Signed by the Governor April 15, 2010

This legislation permits the State Land Board to convey, usually through sale, state lands to a local government.  The bill was amended to provide notice to all lessees of the property and affected governmental entities.  Under the adopted legislation there will only be two conveyances per year, with a five year limit on the authority.  

HB10-1188, Concerning Clarification of the Scope of the Existing Right of Navigation of Guides Employed by River Outfitters (Curry, Hodge)

CCI Position: Monitor   

Status: Failure to Adopt Conference Committee Report - Lost
As introduced, this bill would have clarified the existing rights of navigation for guides employed by river outfitters and the limitations of landowner liability for damages. The bill specified that a guide and the guide's passengers did not commit civil or criminal trespass if their raft passes over or through private property.  The bill also held harmless any incidental contact with the stream bed or banks. 

HB10-1205, Concerning Land Use Planning by Local Governments to Address the Impacts of Land Use Development upon Military Installations in Close Proximity to Such Governments (Ryden, Spence)

CCI Position: Monitor   




Status: Sent to the Governor
HB10-1205 creates a formal process by which base commanders and flight commanders have the opportunity to review and comment on proposed land use changes within two miles of the boundary of such a facility.  These reviews must be completed and returned to the local government with any comments within 14 days.  None of the military comments force any mandatory action on the local government.

HB10-1292, Concerning a Clarification of the Conditions on Land-Use Approvals that may be Imposed by Local Governments Under Statutory Provisions Governing the Regulatory Impairment of Property Rights (Murray, Harvey)  

CCI Position: Support


Status:  Lost on Senate Second Reading

This legislative proposal was intended to clarify statute that was very recently interpreted by a Douglas County judge contrary to previous case law and legislative history.  The Regulatory Impairment of Property Rights Act (RIPRA), passed in 1999, was intended to apply only to local government takings – neither money nor land can be taken by local government as a condition of land-use approval unless it can be shown that there is a nexus between the condition and the proposed land-use.  The court decision on the Douglas County case creates confusion for county land use decision making.

HB10-1329, Concerning Solid Waste User Fees (Peniston, Boyd)

CCI Position: Support 




Status: Sent to the Governor
This legislation grants the Colorado Solid and Hazardous Waste Board the authority to raise fees up to 50 cents from a current cap of 20 cents.  The Solid Waste Fund and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) funds have been wiped out several times since 2002 by state budget shortfalls.  The fund was repaid once, but in the last several years the fund has not been made whole.  These fee increases will support the agency as well as the Attorney General’s CERCLA section.

HB10-1348, Concerning Increased Regulatory Authority Regarding Radioactive Materials (McFadyen, Kester, Bacon)

CCI Position: Support with Amendments

Status: Sent to the Governor
This bill makes several changes to the regulation of uranium processing, specifically concerning the licensing required to receive, possess, use, transfer or acquire most radioactive materials. The essence of the bill is the requirement that new operations at existing milling operations must include clean-up pursuant to state and federal requirements before new operations may begin.  The bill requires facilities that cause a release of radioactive waste to groundwater exceeding groundwater standards to submit an annual report to the owners of wells located within a mile of the contaminated groundwater. The bill also requires such facilities to provide an annual report to the Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE), including proof of warranties ensuring that a licensee has the financial resources to close and decontaminate a facility and properly dispose of remaining radioactive materials.

HB10-1368, Concerning a Modification to Planning Requirements Affecting County Governments to Clarify that Political Subdivisions are not Exempt from County Approval of Land-Use Development Under the “Planned Unit Development Act of 1972”, (Scanlan)

CCI Position: Support with Amendments

Status:  Postponed Indefinitely

This legislation would have clarified the laws regarding the responsibility of special districts and other local government entities to comply with the adopted land use regulations of a Planned Unit Development (PUD).  Pursuant to the Hygiene Fire Protection District case there is confusion among local governments regarding enforcement authority.

SB10-052, Concerning the Ability of the Groundwater Commission to Alter the Boundaries of a Designated Groundwater Basin (Brophy, Curry)

CCI Position: Support   

Status: Signed by the Governor March 31, 2010

SB10-052 will allow the groundwater commission to revise the boundaries of a designated groundwater basin to omit previously included areas only if the revision would not exclude any wells for which conditional or final permits have been issued.

SB10-165, Concerning Implementation of the Incorporation of Oil and Gas Wells into the Prior Appropriation System (Hodge, Hullinghurst)  

CCI Position: No Position

Status: Signed by the Governor March 22, 2010

Under SB10-165, the removal of non-tributary groundwater for mining operations only requires a permit if the water is used for a beneficial purpose. In Vance v. Simpson, the Colorado Supreme Court found that mining of coal bed methane (CBM) is considered a beneficial use of groundwater. As a result of this case and the passage of HB09-1303, the Division of Water Resources (DWR) in the Department of Natural Resources is required to permit water wells used in CBM production.  
SB10-174, Concerning the Regulation of the Development of Geothermal Resources (Schwartz, Massey)

CCI Position: Monitor and Amend  


Status: Sent to the Governor
The bill authorizes federal mineral lease (FML) revenues derived from geothermal resource development on federal lands to be used to provide grants to state agencies, school districts and political subdivisions affected by geothermal development and production. Grants are to be awarded by the Department of Local Affairs (DoLA) primarily for planning and services necessitated by geothermal development and production, and secondarily to promote geothermal energy resource development.

Questions or Comments?  Contact Pat Ratliff at 303.668.0264 or plr45@aol.com.
Public Lands (PL)


SB10-046, Boundaries of Forest Improvement Districts (Gibbs, Levy)

CCI Position: Support

Status: Signed by the Governor March 10, 2010

This bill allows forest improvement districts boundaries to be drawn outside of or including municipal and county boundaries. This will allow more flexibility in focusing the boundaries on affected areas.

Questions or Comments? Contact Andy Karsian at 303.883.9381 or akarsian@ccionline.org.

Taxation & Finance (TF)


HB 10-1075, Credit Unions and Public Entities (Kagan, Williams)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Postponed Indefinitely
Currently, state law allows public money to be deposited in or invested with banks and savings and loan associations that are protected by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. The bill would have permitted the deposit or investment of public money into a credit union so long as the credit union is protected by the national credit union administration. This bill would have allowed smaller counties to use the local credit union for their depository. 

HB10-1076, Property Tax Work-off Programs Participation Status (DelGrosso, Heath)

CCI Position: Support

Status: Signed by the Governor April 28, 2010
This CCI legislative priority was in response to a problem that developed when a person was injured doing work while enrolled in the county’s work-off program.  This resulted in a disability which cost the county more than the entire program. Now counties have the ability to insure or not insure work-off program participants depending on the participant’s insurance coverage.
HB 10-1093, Assessor Limit Real Property Actual Value (Bradford, Harvey)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed Indefinitely

The bill would have prohibited a county assessor from considering the value of personal property located on real property when determining the actual value of the real property. 

HB10-1107, Concerning Urban Renewal Area Agricultural Lands (Fischer, Carroll) 

CCI Position: Support with Amendments

Status: Signed by the Governor April 14, 2010
This bill makes several modifications to the procedures regarding the actions of urban renewal authorities. No area that has been designated as an urban renewal area (URA) shall contain any agricultural land, with stipulated exceptions. In addition, if agricultural land is included in an URA, the fair market value must be used to calculate the tax increment. 
HB 10-1117, Concerning Certain Tax Procedures of County Officers (Benefield, Johnston)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor
Current law allows a board of county commissioners or a county assessor to issue an abatement or refund of up to $1,000 to a taxpayer without approval of the Property Tax Administrator. The bill raises this amount to $10,000. Upon request by a taxpayer, the bill also authorizes county assessors and treasurers to send notices of valuation and tax statements for real and personal property by electronic transmission.

HB10-1129, Concerning Property Tax Higher Actual Valuation (Bradford, Harvey)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed Indefinitely

This bill would have changed the process by which county assessors notify certain taxpayers of increases in property value and the tax due on those properties. In particular, starting in property tax year 2011, if a taxpayer is appealing an increase in their property value of more than 300 percent from the previous year and the increase is not due to a reclassification of the property or improvements, modifications or additions to the property, the taxpayer must only pay the property taxes based on the prior year’s assessed value until a final order or decision on appeal is reached. 

HB 10-1158, Concerning Clarification of the Right to Use Wind Resources (Gardner, C., Hodge)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed Indefinitely
The bill would have allowed wind rights to be "severed" or separated from the land and sold or leased, as mineral rights are. The bill stated that the wind right belongs to the surface owner unless the right is separated from the surface property.
HB10-1243, Concerning Special District Transportation Powers (McFadyen, Gibbs)

CCI Position: Support 




Status: Sent to the Governor

HB10-1243 incorporates one of CCI’s legislative priorities. Thanks to the approval of the bill sponsors and the Special District Association, HB10-1243 was amended to allow a Public Improvement District (PID), regardless of a county’s size, to levy a sales tax for transportation purposes. 
HB 10-1293, Study Agriculture Exemption Property Tax (Massey, Whitehead)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor

This CCI legislative priority establishes a task force to study the use of agricultural classifications. The bill requires the task force to be appointed in June and examine if there is a need to change the current statutes dealing with property taxation and agricultural classifications. There will be two county commissioners on the task force, as well as two county assessors. All task force meetings, however, will be open to anyone wishing to attend. 
HB10-1328, Concerning the New Energy Jobs Creation Act (Miklosi, Schwartz)

CCI Position: Oppose 




Status: Sent to the Governor

This bill creates the Colorado New Energy Improvement District to administer and finance a New Energy Improvement Program for home energy efficiency and renewable energy improvements. The improvements will be financed by bonds issued by the district that are paid by special assessments levied on homes that choose to participate in the program. The total principal amount of bonds that can be issued by the district is limited to $250 million and the duration of the bonds cannot exceed 20 years. Bonds are exempt from all taxation and assessments in the state. 

HB 10-1388, Cash Fund Transfers Augment General Fund (Ferrandino, Tapia)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Sent to the Governor

This Joint Budget Committee bill provides that for fiscal year 2010-11, the state Treasurer is required to transfer a total of $25.5 million from four cash funds to the General Fund. This included $10 million from the grant side of the Local Government Severance Tax Fund.

HB10-1396, Concerning Enterprise Zone Tax Credits (Judd)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed Indefinitely

Effective January 1, 2011, this bill would have eliminated all state income tax credits and one sales and use tax exemption available to qualified taxpayers through the Urban and Rural Enterprise Zone Act. 

HB10-1431, Renewable Energy Facility Property Tax Valuation (McKinley, Penry)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Sent to the Governor

HB10-1431 requires the transmission lines associated with renewable energy facilities be valued for property tax purposes beginning January 1, 2012. Currently, the Division of Property Taxation only considers the property required to generate renewable energy, not the transmission lines, when determining the value of renewable energy facilities. 

HCR10-1003, Concerning Severance Tax Revenue for the Rainy Day Fund (Curry, Penry)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed Indefinitely

This concurrent resolution would have submitted to the voters in November, 2010, an amendment to the state constitution to create the State Rainy Day Fund. As introduced, this concurrent resolution would have credited $25 million in severance tax revenue to the fund in years when severance tax revenue exceeds $100 million. 
HCR10-1005, Exempt Possessory Interests in Real Property (Baumgartner, Kopp)

CCI Position: No Position





Status: Sent to the Ballot

This resolution submits to the registered voters an amendment to the state constitution concerning an exemption from property taxation for possessory interests in real property with specified actual values. The exemption created by this resolution will begin in 2012 and exempts possessory interests with an actual value of $6,000 or less from property taxation.  This amount will be adjusted by inflation every two years. 

HCR10-1008, Moneys Appropriated by the General Assembly (Lambert, Schulteis)

CCI Position: No Position




Status: Postponed Indefinitely
This resolution would have submitted to Colorado voters an amendment to the state constitution concerning a requirement that all expenditures by the state be subject to appropriations by the General Assembly.  Under current law, Federal and private moneys received by the state that are custodial in nature are not subject to appropriations by the General Assembly. 

SB10-019, Valuation of New Hydroelectric Facilities (Schwartz, Fischer)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Signed by the Governor

This bill specifies that for purposes of property taxation, new hydroelectric energy facilities will be valued using the income approach if energy production begins on or after January 1, 2010 and the facility meets additional criteria outlined in the bill.
SB10-085, Creates a Pilot Program for Counties that Choose to Temporarily Provide a Business Personal Property Tax Exemption (Scheffel, Priola)

CCI Position: Oppose 




Status: Postponed Indefinitely

SB10-085 would have created a pilot program for counties who chose to exempt business personal property from taxation.  The program was restricted to five counties, and only those with a population greater than 20,000 or fewer than 500,000 would have been eligible to participate. 

SB10-086, Concerning Phased in Exemption for Fully Depreciated Business Personal Property (Scheffel, Priola) 

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed Indefinitely

This bill would have exempted a percentage of all business personal property that is fully depreciated beginning in the 2011 property tax year. The exemption percentage would have started at 25% and increased every four years until the property was entirely exempt beginning with the 2023 property tax year. 
SB10-100, Concerning Cross Boundary Energy Improvement Districts (Schwartz, Miklosi)

CCI Position: Support


Status: Signed by the Governor May 5, 2010
Current law prohibits local improvement districts (LID) for energy efficiency improvements and renewable energy improvements (energy LIDs) to cross county boundaries. This bill allows such a county formed district to be created in two or more counties. 

SB10-138, Concerning Property Tax Appeal Fees and Costs (Heath, Peniston)

CCI Position: Support

Status: Signed by the Governor April 21, 2010
A recent court decision on a property tax appeal found that if a taxpayer obtains an adjustment to the valuation of the their property in an appeal from a county board of equalization, the county treasurer is required to refund the taxpayer's costs and witness fees in such amount as may be fixed by the court or board of assessment appeals. Historically, each side has paid its own costs except in egregious situations.  The bill restores this historic practice and requires both the taxpayer and the county to both be responsible for their respective costs. 

SB10-162, Concerning Modifications to the Enterprise Zone Act (Heath, Hullinghorst)

CCI Position: Monitor 




Status: Sent to the Governor

The bill alters the Colorado Enterprise Zone Program in several ways. Most importantly for counties it increases the population limit to qualify as an enterprise zone from 80,000 to 115,000 people for urban zones and from 100,000 to 150,000 people for rural zones. 

SB10-177, Concerning Biomass Energy Development (Schwartz, Scanlan)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Sent to the Governor

SB10-177 includes "biomass energy facility" as a type of facility that is regulated by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (PUC). The bill stipulates that a biomass energy facility is one where:

· Energy production begins on or after January 1, 2013,

· Electrical or mechanical energy are produced from the combustion of either woody

biomass or biosolids derived from wastewater treatment, and

· The facility is designed to supply electricity for off-site consumption

SB10-209, Allocation National Forest Payments (Schwartz, Vigil)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor

SB10-209 clarifies from an accounting standpoint how much forest payment should be deducted from a county’s PILT payment. SB10-209 is written in a conditional way that hinges on the looming decision by the US Department of Interior (DOI). If the DOI’s decision is to disallow consideration of more than the statutory minimum transfer to schools, which would penalize those counties who transferred more to their schools, SB10-209 will take advantage of language in the 1982 GAO opinion which provides that, in absence of a statutory minimum, only the actual amount retained by counties should be deducted from a county’s 2010 PILT entitlement. 

Questions or Comments?  Contact Bill Clayton at 303.884.7618 or bill@lombardclayton.com.
Tourism, Resorts & Economic Development (TRED)


HB10-1017, Voluntary Agreements Affecting Rent (Kagan, Boyd)

CCI Position: Support        

Status: Signed by the Governor May 6, 2010

HB10-1017 clarifies that voluntary agreements between developers and governmental entities, whereby developers provide some affordable housing units in return for variations from ordinarily applicable zoning or planning requirements are lawful and enforceable and not in violation of the rent control statute.
Questions or Comments? Contact Gini Pingenot at 720-255-8941 or gpingenot@ccionline.org.
Transportation & Telecommunications (TT)


HB10-1088, Devolve State Commuter Highways to Local Governments (Vaad)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed Indefinitely
HB10-1088 would have required CDOT to determine which portions of the state highway system are used as commuter highways within a metropolitan area. Under HB10-1088, these commuter highway segments would have become either a county or municipal highway.

HB10-1101, Concerning Farm Truck Registration (Baumgardner, Harvey)

CCI Position: Monitor


Status: Vetoed by the Governor May 10, 2010

HB10-1101 would have prohibited the Department of Revenue and county clerks from requiring farmers and ranchers to show proof that their primary source of income or business is agriculture prior to allowing them to register their vehicles as farm trucks. 

HB10-1102, Late Vehicle Registration Fees (Murray, Kopp)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Postponed indefinitely
This was a post FASTER that would have modified penalties for late registration of vehicles.

HB10-1147, Safer Streets for Non-motorized Transport (Kefalas, Bacon)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Sent to the Governor

HB10-1147 requires Departments of Education and Public Safety and nonprofit groups to make available to schools, educational material regarding the safe use of public streets by users of non-motorized wheeled transportation and pedestrians. 

HB10-1172, Mobile Machinery Specific Ownership Tax (Bradford, Cadman)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Sent to the Governor

HB10-1172 provides a number of clarifications as it pertains to special mobile machinery. Specifically, it states that farm machinery that is used for more than a twenty-four hour period in a non-agricultural capacity must be registered as special mobile machinery. HB10-1172 also specifies that special mobile machinery, whether it is rented, leased or owned, must be registered to operate legally. Finally, the bill authorizes machinery dealers or wholesalers to use demonstration plates and allows special mobile machinery to use temporary registration plates.

HB10-1173, Waiver of Late Vehicle Registration Fees (DelGrosso, Renfroe)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Postponed indefinitely 
The bill would have specified that, on and after July 1, 2010, the fee for late registration of a vehicle shall not be imposed for any portion of the calendar month in which a temporary registration number plate, tag or certificate expires. 

HB10-1211, Concerning Penalties for Late Vehicle Registration (Tyler, Williams)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor

Effective July 1, 2010, this post FASTER bill reduces the penalty for late registration of a vehicle without motive power that weighs 2,000 pounds or less from $25 to $10 per month. 
HB10-1212, Concerning Late Registration Vehicle Fees (Rice, Schwartz)

CCI Position: Support

Status: Signed by the Governor April 15, 2010

The bill requires the Executive Director of the Department of Revenue to consult with the county clerk and recorders in promulgating rules that outline circumstances in which a vehicle owner shall be exempted from paying late vehicle registration fees. 
HB10-1268, Concerning Vehicle Registration for Two Years (King, Harvey)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Postponed Indefinitely
This bill would have allowed for a two year vehicle registration. Additionally, it would have exempted these vehicles from the late registration fees. 

HB10-1285, Concerning Overweight Vehicle Fine Tax Incentives (Priola, Tapia)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Sent to the Governor

This bill raises the fines on commercial motor vehicles and uses the additional fine revenue to fund a sales tax refund and an income tax credit for commercial investment in Colorado. While both the refund and credit currently exist in law, a sustainable source of revenue has not been identified. Both tax incentives in this bill are capped at the amount of new fine revenue generated by HB10-1285.
HB10-1341, Insurance Title Register Vehicle Funds (Judd, Keller) 

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Sent to the Governor
This bill takes money from the Motorist Insurance Identification (MII) account of the HUTF and diverts it to the Department of Revenue's (DOR) Colorado State Titling and Registration (CSTAR) account in the HUTF for FY 2009-10 and FY 2010-11. 
HB10-1387, Finance Drivers Licenses DOR (Pommer, White)

CCI Position: Oppose


Status: Signed by the Governor May 5, 2010 

This bill diverts for two years a portion of the HUTF going to cities and counties to fund driver’s license locations in the Department of Revenue. 
HB10-1405, Require State Highway Devolution Study (Vaad, Spence)

CCI Position: No Position




Status: Sent to the Governor

This bill requires the transportation commission to study the issue of abandoning state highways within a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) that carry 80% or more intra-MPO traffic. HB10-1405 specifies that prior to recommending the removal of a commuter highway, the Transportation Commission must first consult with one local official from each of the MPOs and provide recommendations on how to modify the allocation of the highway users tax fund to avoid any unfunded mandates that may result from the removal.
SB10-004 Repeal Late Registration Fees (White)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Postponed indefinitely 
And
SB10-044, Repeal Late Registration Fees (Lundberg, Lambert)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Postponed indefinitely
These two post FASTER bills would have repealed the late vehicle registration fees and reinstate the $10 waivable late fee that was previously in effect prior to the passage Senate Bill 09-108. 

SB10-057, Non-motorized Vehicle Late Registration Fee (Cadman)

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Postponed indefinitely 
Senate Bill 10-057 is another one of the post FASTER bills and would have amended the late fee as it applied to non-motorized vehicles. 

SB10-069, Transfer K-12 Education Spending (Brophy, Sonnenberg)

CCI position: Monitor




Status: Postponed indefinitely
As introduced, SB10-069 would have designated the savings associated with an expiring provision of Amendment 21 to help fund the Highway Users Tax Fund (HUTF). Amendment 21 requires that K-12 funding grow annually by at least the rate of inflation plus an additional one percentage point. The requirement for the additional one percentage point expires in state fiscal year 2012. SB10-069 would have channeled the savings associated with the one percentage point to the HUTF. 

SB10-120, Prepaid Wireless Telephone 911 Surcharge (White, Rice)

CCI Position: Support




Status: Sent to the Governor

The bill imposes a 1.4% charge on the retail sale of prepaid wireless telephone service, for use by local 911 authority boards to fund E 911 services. The charge is collected and remitted by retail sellers to the Department of Revenue in the same manner as sales tax is collected, after which the Department transfers the fee to local 911 call centers in proportion to the number of wireless calls they receive. 

SB10-135, Low Income 911 Surcharge Exemption (Spence, Pace)

CCI Position: Monitor

Status: Deemed Lost on Senate Second Reading
This bill would have exempted customers receiving free wireless telephone service under the lifeline program from paying a 911 charge. 

SB10-137, Authorization for a No-Street-Use Vehicle Registration (Renfroe, Gardner, C.) 

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed indefinitely
This bill would have allowed an owner who wishes to idle a vehicle to obtain a no-street-use registration. This registration would have redecued the amount of specific ownership tax on the vehicle by 50%. 

SB10-144, Mounted Equipment Registration Tax, (Scheffel, Rice) 

CCI Position: Monitor




Status: Sent to the Governor

The bill, with the strike below amendment, contains a definition of “power takeoff equipment” which is equipment that is attached to a motor vehicle and is powered by the motor that powers the locomotion of the motor vehicle. This bill would change the way that specific ownership taxes are collected for certain equipment. 

SB10-145, Require Fixed Guide Way Feasibility (Romer, McCann)

CCI Position: Oppose




Status: Postponed indefinitely 

SB10-145 would have required the High-Performance Transportation Enterprise to study the feasibility of entering into a public-private partnership to develop, construct and operate a fixed guide railway system between the Auraria Higher Education Center and the Anschutz Medical Campus of the University of Colorado at Denver

SB10-184, I-70 Mountain Corridor Transportation Demand Management (Romer, Scanlon)

CCI Position: Oppose unless Amended


Status: Sent to the Governor

This bill allows the High-Performance Transportation Enterprise (HPTE) to enter into a transportation demand management contract with the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT). Under the contract, CDOT will pay the HPTE for relieving traffic congestion along a portion of the I-70 mountain corridor during peak travel times provided a moveable barrier feasibility study is completed and demonstrates its viability.  
SB10-198, Reduce Late Vehicle Registration Fees (Whitehead, McKinley)

CCI Position: No Position




Status: Sent to the Governor

SB10-098 amends state law, as enacted under HB10-1211, to apply a single $10 late vehicle registration fee to nonmotorized vehicles that weigh 2,001 to 16,000 pounds.  Camper trailers and multipurpose trailers, regardless of their weight, are also subject to this flat $10 fee. 

Questions or Comments? Contact Tony Lombard at 303.884.9113 or tony@lombardclayton.com. 
CCI Meeting Reminder





June 1-3, 2010


CCI Summer Conference


Eagle County, CO


To register and see a tentative agenda visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccionline.org" ��www.ccionline.org�. 








June 18, 2010


Special Health & Human Services Steering Committee Meeting


9 a.m. to 2 p.m.


Meeting held at CCI.








July 23, 2010


Special Health & Human Services Steering Committee Meeting


9 a.m. to 2 p.m.


Meeting held at CCI.
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