
                                                                                           May 10, 2010
New Ideas Introduced As Session Draws to Its Close

This edition of the Legislative Report includes updates on several bills that are still awaiting final action by the General Assembly or the Governor.  As usual, a large number of late bills and proposed constitutional changes have been introduced for somewhat hurried consideration, including a bill requested by CCI concerning the allocation of forest payments as they relate to PILT – SB10-209.  

Please take a few minutes to see if any of these affect your county.  Because the legislative session is required to end no later than midnight, May 12, final action on any remaining bills and resolutions will come quickly, if you want your voice to be heard, do not hesitate to let your representative or senator know your feelings as soon as possible.  Of course, we at CCI would also like to hear those thoughts and comments and will share them as we are able.

General Government (GG)

HB10-1284, Medical Marijuana Regulations (Massey, Summers, Romer, Spence)

CCI Position: Monitor and Seek Amendments

HB10-1284 passed the Senate after many hours of debate and more than 20 amendments were added. The provisions CCI advocated for continue to have strong bipartisan support and are still included in the bill.

CCI would like to take this opportunity to clarify that our position has been monitor and seek amendments during all lobbying and testimony.  While there is no consensus about dispensaries within our membership, there has always been support of flexibility for local governments to address dispensaries in a way that reflects the desires of the local communities.

The Senate has yet to hear HB10-1284 third.  If passed, then either the House will concur with the amendments or the bill will go to a conference committee for further consideration.

Questions or Comments? Contact Andy Karsian at 303.883.9381 or akarsian@ccionline.org.
Taxation & Finance (TF)


HB10-1431, Renewable Energy Facility Property Tax Valuation (McKinley)

CCI Position: Pending

HB10-1431 requires the transmission lines associated with renewable energy facilities to be valued for property tax purposes beginning January 1, 2012. Currently, the Division of Property taxation only considers the property required to generate renewable energy when determining the value of renewable energy facilities. 

So, what would this bill do in practice if it passes? The transmission lines of existing renewable energy facilities and any new renewable energy facilities that are built between now and January 1, 2012 will not be subject to property tax. It is important to note that transmission lines associated with renewable energy facilities are currently not being assessed property tax whereas transmission lines associated with nonrenewable energy are paying property tax. It is questionable - given the overall valuation method for renewable energy facilities – just how much property tax revenue counties could be collecting if renewable energy transmission lines were being taxed now. It has caught our attention given our policy language calling for “fair and equitable assessment of state valued properties” and our surprise to find that these lines are not currently being valued.

Intrawest Energy Alliance testified in support of HB10-1431 claiming that projects in the pipeline between now and January 1, 2012 have power purchase agreements in place that do not factor in the value of their project’s associated transmission lines. 

With just a few days left in this year’s legislative session, HB10-1431 is moving quickly. If you have strong feelings about this bill, please let us know and, more importantly, please contact your legislator.

SB10-209, Allocation National Forest Payments (Schwartz, Vigil)

CCI Position: Support

Under the current law, as amended in 2009, national forest payments are allocated between a county's road and bridge fund and the public schools in the county, with a minimum of 25% of the national forest payments allocated to each. The remaining 50% of the funds are allocated by a committee composed of school and county representatives. In the event the federal government determines that a county will be charged with receipt of federal fiscal year 2008 national forest payments in excess of a statutory minimum regardless of how much is actually transferred to schools, the bill removes the minimum 25% allocation for purposes of the 2009 national forest payments. This will allow Colorado to take advantage of a federal ruling that maximizes PILT in states where there is no such minimum.  The county and school district representatives in a county that is entitled to receive more than the minimum PILT payment shall instead allocate 100% of the 2009 national forest payments between the county's road and bridge fund and the public schools in the county.

For counties that have already allocated 50% of the 2009 national forest payments prior to the effective date of the bill, the entire amount of the national forest payments received by the public schools in those counties shall be deemed to be the amount allocated by the county and school district representatives to the public schools in the county. The provisions relating to the allocation of the federal fiscal year 2009 national forest payments are repealed on July 1, 2011. 
SB10-209 bill was heard in Senate Local Government Committee and passed out of committee unanimously. Please contact your legislators to express the importance of this measure for counties. 
HCR10-1003, Concerning Severance Tax Revenue for the Rainy Day Fund (Curry, Penry)

CCI Position: Oppose

This concurrent resolution submits to the voters in November 2010 an amendment to the state constitution to create the State Rainy Day Fund. Starting FY 2011-12, this concurrent resolution would credit $25 million in severance tax revenue to the fund in years when severance tax revenue exceeds $100 million. If there were receipts in excess of $200 million another $25 million would be taken for the rainy day fund. It also amended to take the money from the grant side as opposed to the direct distribution side. After much debate in the House Appropriations Committee the bill was defeated and postponed indefinitely. Several organizations worked together to defeat this bill including the Division of Natural Resources, CML and CCI. 

Questions or Comments?  Contact Bill Clayton at 303.884.7618 or bill@lombardclayton.com.
Announcements

CCI Summer Conference Registration Open

CCI’s Annual Summer Conference will be June 1-3, 2010 in Eagle County. Tentative session topics include water and land use, renewable energy, “CCI-101” and medical marijuana. Register by Tuesday, May 11 at www.ccionline.org to receive the early registration rate. 

For more information contact Annie Olson at aolson@ccionline.org or 303-861-4076.

Save the Date
Please mark your calendars to join us on Friday, June 18th for a special CCI Health & Human Services Steering Committee Meeting. The agenda and actual start time for the meeting will be forthcoming. 
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