Historic Black Squirrel Creek Bridge Available for Adoption!
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is offering for adoption the 75-year old Black Squirrel Creek Bridge to any person or organization interested in relocating it.  The bridge carries US Highway 24 over Black Squirrel Creek and is located about 7.1 miles east of Falcon in El Paso County.  Constructed in 1935, the structure is a steel, rigid-connected Parker through truss that is 226 feet long, 28 feet wide, and has a vertical clearance of 15.75 feet.  It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2002 and is one of a dwindling number of Parker through truss bridges left on Colorado’s highway system. CDOT would like to find a new home and a new use for this historic bridge.
The bridge is being replaced because it does not meet current design standards and exhibits structural deterioration.  Given the age of the structure, its paint may contain lead and other objectionable constituents that require careful removal and containment.  Potential recipients must submit a written relocation plan detailing the proposed use and new location of the bridge as well as resources available to assure future maintenance. Preference will be given to plans that agree to maintain the bridge in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (National Park Service, 1990).  If you are interested in adopting this bridge and would like more information, please contact Lisa Schoch, Senior Staff Historian, Environmental Programs Branch, Colorado Department of Transportation, at (303) 512-4258 or lisa.schoch@dot.state.co.us . 
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