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Section I Section II 

All 87 Counties Provided a 
“General Welfare” Clause 

 
Counties would be statutorily authorized to 
take any action not prohibited by state law 
to provide for the health, safety and 
general welfare of the public.  This 
provision would mirror the authority 
currently granted to Minnesota’s cities and 
townships. 

How is this 
change from 
the current 

system? 

Counties can 
currently only act 
when explicitly 
authorized to do 
so by the state 
 

Are there examples 
of how counties 
could utilize this 

section? 

 Expanded use of 
innovative 
contracting methods 
 

 Opportunities to 
explore how to more 
efficiently deliver 
state-mandated 
programs 

Creation of an Improved, Outcomes -
Based Waiver Process 

 
A waiver process based on the state-local 
partnership would be implemented to enable time-
limited pilot projects subject to final legislative 
review, thus resulting in the creation of an 
innovative best-practices repository that 
governments can use to guide future policy and 
program decisions. 

How would the waiver process work?

County X identifies 
current program in 
need of innovation 

County X, in collaboration with 
the applicable state agency, 
identifies desired outcomes and 
applicable measures by which 
performance will be judged 

County X develops and 
delivers business plan to 
the applicable state agency 

State agencies 
comment; County X 
integrates comments; 
pilot program begins 

County X conducts pilot for approximately 24 months 
and then reports measured outcomes to Legislature; 
Legislature then determines next (if any) steps for pilot 

Please visit www.mncounties.org/redesign for additional information  
and specific examples regarding the benefits of the MAGIC Act
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